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Alex Salyer, a 4th grader at St. Ursula Villa, wrote the grand-prize winning essay in a national contest asking the question “How cool is your school janitor?” Tyler Whitesides, author of the children’s book Janitors, surprised Alex with a special visit and presentation. The members of Alex’s class will receive autographed copies of Janitors, and all the Villa 4th, 5th, and 6th graders enjoyed an entertaining morning with Mr. Whitesides. Karen Shaffer, St. Ursula Villa’s enrichment teacher, commented “The Villa enrichment students worked very hard on this contest, and it is exciting to have a strong creative writer such as Alex receive national recognition.” 
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Photo Caption: Children’s author Tyler Whitesides reads Alex Salyer’s grand prize-winning essay.
St. Ursula Villa is a coeducational, independent Catholic school located in Mt. Lookout, educating students in preschool through 8th grade.
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